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Dear [Name of Member of Congress AND/OR name of congressional staffer],  
 
As a company who has [# of employees] employees in your congressional district, I would like to 
respectfully requests that [name of member of Congress OR you] strongly consider directing the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to eliminate Section 6.25(b) of the Dairy Import Licensing 
Program.  
 
Unlike other import licensing regulations, the Dairy Import Licensing Program regulation includes 
two provisions that mandate license holders use a specific amount of their historic quota on an 
annual basis in order to be eligible to hold a license for that quota. One such provision   Section 
6.25(b) requires a licensee to forfeits any historic quota if the licensee that surrenders more than 
50 percent of a historic license in at least three of the prior five quota years will receive a reduction 
in their licensed quota quantity. USDA has never articulated a rational reason why this provision 
is necessary. Despite support from both the cheese importing and domestic dairy industry, USDA 
has refused to remove this provision when reevaluating the regulation.  
 
Historic licenses are the bedrock of a cheese importer’s businesses. Many cheese importers have 
based significant business decisions according to historic quota license allocations. Removing 
those historic quota allocations from existing cheese importers will reduce the desire to invest in 
their businesses and the marketplace. We have attached a brief two-pager prepared by the 
Cheese Importers Association of America, of which we are a member, that describes the problems 
with this provision of the Dairy Import Licensing Program regulation and the benefits of its 
elimination.  
 
[Provide a description of your company such as the history of your company, whether it is a small 
or medium sized business, the number of U.S. employees you employ, and the cheeses you import 
that are impacted by Section 6.25(b). Consider including a short description of the impact this 
surrender provision has on your company (for example, the amount of quota that may be lost if 
Section 6.25(b) goes into place, the impact his has on your business, the inability to plan multi-
year marketing programs if your company could only rely upon lottery licenses)] 
 
As a company who imports [include is applicable “and manufactures”] cheese products in your 
congressional district, we request that [name of Member of Congress] recommend that USDA 
eliminate Section 6.25(b) of the Dairy Import Licensing Program regulation.  
 
We hope you consider weighing in with USDA on this issue that is vital to the cheese importing 
community. Please do not hesitate to ask any questions you may have. 
 
[salutation] 

 
 


