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Action Alert - Ask your Representative to Support Letter 
Requesting to Remove Food and Drink from Section 301 

Trade Dispute 
 
  

Representatives Bill Pascrell (D-NJ-9) and Brent Wenstrup (R-OH-2) are circulating a 
letter among members of the House of Representatives requesting that the U.S. Trade 
Representative remove all tariffs on food and beverage products subject to Section 
301 tariffs due to the Large Civil Aircraft Dispute. As of this morning, 92 Members of 
the House have signed the letter.  The deadline for members of the House to sign is 
Tuesday, July, 28, 2020.  CIAA is requesting that members contact their 
Representative asking them to sign onto the letter or thanking them for already 
signing. 
  
You can look up the phone number or email address your Representative online at: 
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members. If contacting by email you can use the 
following information: 
 
I work for [company] in [location] that is situated in your district. I am writing in 
regards to the Section 301 tariffs on EU cheeses. My company and employees are 
negatively impacted by these tariffs. USTR is currently considering changing the rate 
of duty and goods subject to these tariffs, with an announcement anticipated in 
August. It is extremely important to my company that Congress address this 
issue.  Tariffs on cheeses acts as a food tax and drive up costs for so many out-of-
work Americans and cripple restaurants in your district. I request that Representative 
[last name supports the Pascrell/Wenstrup letter opposing these tariffs. 
  
If contacting by phone, you can use the following script: 

• Introduce yourself, company you work for and the topic: My name is [name] 
and I work for [company] in [location]. I am calling about the Section 301 tariffs 
on EU cheeses.  

• Ask to speak to the trade staffer.  
• If unavailable, you can leave the following message: I would like to encourage 

Representative [last name] to support the Pascrell/Wenstrupletter opposing 
the Section 301 tariffs on foods and drinks. Thank you. 
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If available, you will be connected to the trade advisor and can use the following 
script: My name is [name] and I work for [company] in [location]. I am calling about 
the Section 301 tariffs on EU cheeses. My company and employees are negatively 
impacted by these tariffs. USTR is currently considering changing the rate of duty and 
goods subject to these tariffs, with an announcement anticipated in August. It is 
extremely important to my company that Congress address this issue.  Tariffs on 
cheeses acts as a food tax and drive up costs for so many out-of-work Americans and 
cripple restaurants in your district. I request that Representative [last name] supports 
the Pascrell/Wenstrup letter opposing these tariffs. 
 
 
DEADLINE TOMORROW: Remove Food and Drink Tariffs From Trade Dispute  
Sending Office: Honorable Bill Pascrell, Jr. 
Sent By: Dylan.Sodaro@mail.house.gov  

  
   
Current Signers (92): Reps. Mark Amodei, Troy Balderson, Earl Blumenauer, Anthony 
Brindisi, Salud O. Carbajal, Steve Chabot, Judy Chu, Steve Cohen, Tom Cole, Gerald E. 
Connolly, Paul Cook, J. Luis Correa, Joe Courtney, TJ Cox, Charlie Crist, Henry Cuellar, 
Joe Cunningham, Danny K. Davis, Rodney Davis, Peter A. DeFazio, Diana DeGette, Rosa 
DeLauro, Mike Doyle, Anna G. Eshoo, Brian Fitzpatrick, Ruben Gallego, Jimmy Gomez, 
Josh Gottheimer, Raúl M. Grijalva, Jim Hagedorn, Jahana Hayes, Jaime Herrera Beutler, 
Brian Higgins, Jim Himes, Bill Huizenga, Andy Kim, Ann McLane Kuster, David 
Kustoff, Darin LaHood, John B. Larson, Tom Malinowski, Sean Patrick Maloney, Lucy 
McBath, Betty McCollum, James P. McGovern, Carol D. Miller, Stephanie Murphy, 
Jerrold Nadler, Dan Newhouse, Donald Norcross, Eleanor H. Norton, Jimmy Panetta, 
Chris Pappas, Donald M. Payne, Jr., Ed Perlmutter, Chellie Pingree, David E. Price, Mike 
Quigley, Tom Reed, Kathleen M. Rice, Francis Rooney, Max Rose, Lucille Roybal-
Allard, C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger, Linda T. Sanchez, Mary Gay Scanlon, Jan 
Schakowsky, Bradley S. Schneider, Kurt Schrader, Terri A. Sewell, Mikie Sherrill, Albio 
Sires, Christopher H. Smith, Darren Soto, Greg Stanton, Elise Stefanik, Greg Steube, 
Steve Stivers, Thomas R. Suozzi, Mark Takano, Mike Thompson, GT Thompson, Dina 
Titus, Lori Trahan, Michael Turner, Marc Veasey, Nydia M. Velázquez, Jackie Walorski, 
Michael Waltz, Peter Welch, Ron Wright, and Lee Zeldin. 
 
Dear Colleagues:  
 
Please support our efforts to remove all additional duties on food and drink imports 
imposed in relation to the Large Civil Aircraft Dispute before the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). The economic situation in our country has changed dramatically 
since additional duties in relation to this case were imposed in October 2019. Our 
approach in this case must be updated to eliminate unintended hardships for Americans 
trying to make ends meet and small businesses seeking to recover. 
 
The U.S. and the EU have long claimed that the other either directly or indirectly subsidize 
their domestic civil aircraft industries, respectively Boeing and Airbus. Following intense 
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negotiations, in 1992 both sides concluded a deal placing limits on government subsidies 
affecting the aircraft industry. Citing dissatisfaction with EU compliance, in 2004 the 
United States resorted to the WTO dispute settlement system and withdrew from the 
agreement. In 2018, the WTO Appellate Body issued a final decision in favor of the U.S., 
which upheld a 2016 ruling that the EU had not eliminated illegal state aid to Airbus. As a 
result, the U.S. was authorized to impose $7.5 billion in tariffs on EU imports, including 
food and drink products. Tariffs were ultimately imposed in October 2019, and the USTR 
is currently undertaking a periodic review of the tariff action as required by statute 
The economic crisis resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic has been particularly hard for 
the food, beverage, and hospitality industries in our country. Additional duties on imported 
wine, spirits, and food products cut into already tight profit margins, further threatening 
the survival of these industries and the many jobs they support. 
 
To urge removal of all additional duties on food and drink imports imposed in relation to 
this case, please sign on to our letter below by COB Tuesday, July 28. If you have any 
questions, please contact Dylan Sodaro in Rep. Bill Pascrell's office 
at Dylan.Sodaro@mail.house.gov, Luke Graeter in Rep. Brad Wenstrup's office 
Luke.Graeter@mail.house.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bill Pascrell, Jr.                                 Brad Wenstrup 
Member of Congress                     Member of Congress 
  
Letter Text 
Dear Ambassador Lighthizer:  
 
We write in strong support of your determination to ensure U.S. rights and interests are 
upheld at the World Trade Organization (WTO) in the Large Civil Aircraft Dispute with 
the European Union (EU). We appreciate your work to implement a thoughtful strategy 
that protects American interests and all the American workers harmed by illegal EU 
subsidies. We are disappointed that the EU continues to refuse to remove its illegal 
subsidies, and we encourage you to continue seeking a suitable outcome with the EU that 
will eliminate these subsidies and resolve this longstanding trade dispute. In the meantime, 
as you consider modifications to the related retaliation list in order to maintain pressure on 
the EU, we urge you to make changes that include taking a targeted approach and 
removing duties on food and drink products as that industry is struggling during the 
current pandemic. 
 
We particularly are concerned that the economic situation in our country has changed 
dramatically since additional duties in relation to this case were imposed in October 2019. 
Tens of millions of Americans are now out of work and businesses across America have 
been devastated. We hope you will update the United States' approach in this case to 
eliminate unintended hardships for Americans trying to make ends meet and small 
businesses seeking to recover. 
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The economic crisis resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic has been particularly hard for 
the food, beverage, and hospitality industries in our country, which include many small 
and medium-sized retailers, restaurants, distributors, and manufacturers. For instance, 
many restaurants across the United States have closed their doors or are operating with 
limited seating capacity due to government mandates. In this environment, these 
businesses have minimal flexibility to raise prices. Additional duties on imported wine, 
spirits, and food products like fruit, pork, and olive oil cut into their already tight profit 
margins, further threatening the survival of these industries and the many jobs they 
support. 
 
To help our constituents during this crisis, we urge you to remove all duties for food and 
drink products (HTS Subheadings 0203 through 2208) imposed in relation to this case 
without lowering the total value duties that can be imposed. We believe it is possible for 
our strategy to maintain maximum pressure on the EU to remove its subsidies case while 
avoiding harm to American workers, consumers, and small businesses to the greatest 
extent possible. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of our request. We look forward to working 
with you to ensure we implement a thoughtful strategy going forward. 
Sincerely, 

 

 
  
 
________________________________________________________________________
___  
  
Dates to Remember  
     
August 31, 2020 
Last day to enter dairy products into U.S. Customs territory that may be used to 
qualify and establish eligibility for a calendar year 2021 license. 
  
     
* If a deadline date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday, the deadline will 
be the next business day (Section 6.36(a) of the Dairy Tariff-Rate Import Quota 
Licensing Regulation). This does not apply to dates of entry for eligibility.  
  
 
Cheese Importers Association of America 
Daniel Schnyder  
President 
email: president@theciaa.org  
phone: 202-547-0899 
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Cheese Importers Association of America 
515 2nd Street, NE 

Washington,  DC   20002 
202-547-0899   

Email: info@theciaa.org 
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