
SIAL 2022 Rules and Eligibility 
 
 
The Cheese Importers Association of America (CIAA) will select Retail/Foodservice 
Cheese Buyer applicants for a trip to SIAL to participate in the CIAA Sponsored 
Retailer/Foodservice Cheese Buyer SIAL Paris Educational Trip.  The trip is being 
funded through the Imported Cheese Board.  Dollars received from Imported Cheese 
Board are designated to Imported Cheese Board by importers, and are derived from the 
assessment importers pay on dairy products imported into the U.S.  No corporate funds 
are involved. 
 
In order to apply for the educational trip, Retailer/Foodservice Cheese Buyers must 
meet eligibility requirements outlined below.  The grant selection will be completed in 
August 2022, and applicants selected will be notified by email and provided with further 
details; applicants not selected will likewise be notified via email.  CIAA, through the 
Imported Cheese Board, will cover trip expenses up to $6,500.00, but trip participants 
will have to pay for expenses in excess of that amount. Recipients of the grant cannot 
exchange the trip for cash.  Selected recipients that are unable to participate after their 
selection may be replaced with alternate applicants.  CIAA reserves the right to limit the 
number of grant recipients from each company. 
 
LIMIT: One (1) application per person and per email address. Any person filing multiple 
applications may be disqualified, at the discretion of the CIAA.  Entries received from 
any person or email address in excess of the stated limitation will be void. You may only 
use one email address to apply for the CIAA Sponsored Retailer/Foodservice Cheese 
Buyer SIAL Paris Educational Trip.  
 
ELIGIBILITY: The CIAA Sponsored Retailer/Foodservice Cheese Buyer SIAL Paris 
Educational Trip application is open to persons who meet all of the following eligibility 
criteria: 
 

1. Applicant is: 
a. Decision maker that is a dairy category manager, cheese buyer, or deli 

buyer of a food retail business that has five (5) or more retail 
establishments, or which purchased at least 250,000 lbs. of wholesale 
specialty cheese between 1/1/21 and 12/30/21. 
or   

b. Applicant is a decision maker that is a food buyer or culinary director for a 
Restaurant Group or Restaurant Chain that has fifteen (15) or more 
locations/restaurants with a minimum cheese purchase of 250,000 lbs. 
between 1/1/21 and 12/30/21.  
or 

c. Applicant is a decision maker that is a culinary director, chef, category 
manager or food buyer for a Hotel Chain or Cruise Line with a minimum 
cheese purchase of 250,000 lbs. between 1/1/21 and 12/30/21 

 



 
 

2. Individual applicant has not participated in a CIAA-sponsored trip in the prior two 
years. An exception will be made if individual is with a different retail company. 

3. Only one grant recipient per company will be selected. (CIAA may make an 
exception, at its own discretion, to allow multiple grant recipients from 
Retailer/Foodservice Cheese Buyers with different buying entities.) 

4. Applicant has signed permission from applicant’s food Retailer/Foodservice 
Cheese Buyer employer to fully participate in the trip, if chosen.   

5. Legal residents of the 50 United States and the District of Columbia; and 
6. 21 years of age or older. 

 
Employees of Sponsor, and any other organizations affiliated with the sponsorship, 
fulfillment, administration, trip support, advertisement, or promotion of the CIAA 
Sponsored Retailer/Foodservice Cheese Buyer SIAL Paris Educational Trip and each of 
their respective parents, agents, affiliates, subsidiaries, and advertising and promotion 
agencies, and members of their immediate families (regardless of where they reside) or 
household members, whether or not related, are not eligible to apply or receive a grant. 
“Immediate family members” shall mean spouses, parents, step-parents, children, step-
children, siblings, step-siblings, and their respective spouses. “Household members” 
shall mean people who share the same residence at least three (3) months a year.     


